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Bryan  
Statement of Calling 

God is calling Westwood Baptist Church to be the Presence of Christ. 

To do this we will: 

~ Deepen our personal relationships with Jesus Christ 
~ Learn new ways to share and live out the Gospel 

~ Connect with and serve our community and its families 

A Message from the Senior Pastor 

Learning New Ways 

Westwood’s Statement of Calling is our “North Star.” It’s what guides us in our ministry and keeps us focused on the things we 

feel God is calling us to do. Take a second to read it again – it’s printed at the bottom of this page. Go ahead, I’ll wait…. 

As we become the presence of Christ in our community we are going to focus on three areas: deepening our personal relationship 

with Jesus (this is all about Discipleship), connecting with and serving our community and its families,  and learning new ways to 

share and live out the Gospel. 

It’s this “learning new ways” part that I want us to think about this month. (Don’t worry – we are working on all three areas and, 

in fact, we should have some exciting updates in the next few weeks about serving our community and its families!) 

So, why should we “learn new ways”? Shouldn’t the way we’ve done things in the past still work? Maybe if we just tried harder 

or really committed ourselves to the old ways? Unfortunately, it’s not that easy.  

The fact is, for many decades the church in North America has operated with an “attractional” model. We build buildings and 

programs and worship services that “attract” people to us. All we had to do was advertise in the Yellow Pages and put up a sign. 

This used to work great when the culture was bent towards making church a part of one’s life. Today, however, the attractional 

model is starting not to work. Check out this quote from Luke Edwards in a booklet he wrote, “How to Start a New Kind of 

Church”:  

According to Alan Hirsch, ‘around 60 percent of America’s population is increasingly alienated from the prevailing 

forms of church.’ This means that the Sunday morning worship service, no matter how amazing the music is, or how cool 

the preacher is, will only be able to reach 40 percent of the population. Yet, the American church pours the vast majority 

of its resources into these prevailing forms of church. (FreshExpressionsUS.org) 

We need to move from an attractional model to a missional model – where we find ways to go to where the people who do not 

attend church already are. This does not mean we do away with church as we know it! It just means we might need to expand our 

focus and our reach. Or, in the words of our Statement of Calling, “learn new ways to share and live out the Gospel.” 

Your Church Visioning Council is starting to think about how Westwood can begin starting some of these Fresh Expressions of 

church. In fact, several of us are heading to a national conference in April on this very subject. It’s very exciting to think about 

what new things God might be doing with Westwood! Will you pray with me for God’s wisdom and direction as we learn new 

ways?  

So excited to be your pastor! 
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In SympathyIn SympathyIn SympathyIn Sympathy 

We extend our deepest 
sympathies to Chris Skalski, 

to Sarah and Hannah 
Skalski, and to Marie Skalski on the 

passing of their beloved daughter, 
sister, and granddaughter  

Rebekah Skalski. 

Westwood Member News 

CHURCH FAMILY NIGHT 

Wednesday Weekly Schedule 
in March 

5:30 pm Dinner 
6:15 pm Preschool & Children Activities 

6:15 pm Youth Ministry 

6:30 pm Contemplative Lenten Worship 

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 

 

Making Reservations 

Deadline is Monday at noon! 

• Online at www.westwood-baptist.org 

• Communications Card in Sunday bulletin 

• Call Church Office at 703-451-5120 

• No reservations for potlucks! 

Dinner Prices 
Adults/5th Grade: $5 

Children: $2.25 

Age 0-2: Free 

Family Maximum: $17 

Potluck Fellowship Meal 
April 1 

Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations     

To Tess Meyers and Blake 

Albertson on the birth of 

Westley Carder Westley Carder Westley Carder Westley Carder 

Albertson Albertson Albertson Albertson     

who arrived on February 9. 

Jeanette Meyers is the proud 

new grandmother! 

We wish to thank the many people who have 
supported us with your love and kindness in recent 
weeks. We have never experienced anything like 
it, and we appreciate you so much. 

Marie and Chris Skalski 
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Weekly Youth Schedule in 

March 

Sundays 
Westway Cafe 9:30 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Worship 11 am 

Youth Planning Meeting 12 pm 

     2nd Sunday 

4th Sunday Lunch  12 pm 

     & Conversation (new!) 

Youth Singers 5 pm 

Youth Dinner 6 pm 

Sunday Night Live! 6:30 pm 

 

Wednesdays Church Family Night—5:30 pm 

Weekday Small Groups 
Grade 10-12 Girls—Tuesdays 7 pm 

  with Sheena 

Grade 7-9 Girls—Second Thursdays at 7 pm 
in Room 118 with Ginger & Kristen—

March 12 

Grade 7-12 Guys—Alternate Thursdays at 7 
pm at church and in homes with Stephen 
& Danny—March 5, 19 

Youth Planning Committee 
Sunday, March 8 after worship 

Lunch will be provided.  
All are welcome! 

 

Stay In Touch! 
https://rallyhood.com/westwood-

baptist-church-youth-ministry 
 
https://www.facebook. 
com/WestwoodYouth 

 

https://twitter.com/ 
WestwoodYouth  
 

http://www.westwood-baptist.org 
/#/youth 

 

Susan Frazier 
susanwf1224@gmail.com 

Observing Lent at Westwood 

Wednesday Night Worship in Lent 

Every Wednesday throughout Lent we will have a brief 

contemplative worship service from 6:30-7 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. Join us for this brief time together. 

Lenten Bible Study 

Through March 30, Rev. Gray is 

leading a study of  author and pastor 

Matt Rawle’s book The Grace of Les 

Misérables. We are looking at six 

ideals found in the story—grace, 

justice, poverty, revolution, love, and 

hope—each represented by a character 

in Hugo’s classic story. Rawle draws 

parallels between the iconic story and 

musical and our Christian calling, 

inspiring us to both understand our faith and live it out in 

the world. We meet Mondays at 10-11:30 a.m. Contact 

Rev. Gray to join the class and purchase a book. 

Global Missions Offering during Lent  

Over the years, Westwood has observed global missions 

offerings during the Christmas and Easter seasons. These 

seasons remind us of the wondrous gift and ultimate 

sacrifice we find in Jesus Christ. Your gifts go around the 

corner and around the world to share the love of Christ. 

Offering envelopes are available in the pew racks and at 

the Welcome Center.  

The distribution of these gifts will be as follows:  

• CBF Global Missions 75% 

• Mid-Atlantic Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 5% 

• Baptist World Alliance 4%; 

• ServeTrust (India) 4%;  

• State Missions (Alma Hunt) 4% 

• ECHO 4% 

• NorthStar (Dorothy Allport Offering) 4% 

Our Global Missions Offering will be received throughout 

Lent, so prayerfully consider a generous gift to Global 

Missions as we honor the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Youth Ministry 
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Community Involvement 

Stop the Bleed Class 

The Fairfax County Police 

want you to know that during 

a mass casualty situation, their 

primary objective is to contain 

the situation. They WILL 

NOT stop to administer first aid. Unfortunately, the #1 

cause of death in these situations is loss of blood, in as 

little as five minutes. Our first responders are asking 

residents to help by taking a Stop the Bleed class—just 

one hour of your time to learn one thing: how to manage 

blood loss and learn to apply a tourniquet or pack a wound 

until a medical aide arrives. 

How to Register 

Westwood is sponsoring a FREE class March 30, 6:30 

p.m. in Whitten Hall. This is a community outreach 

opportunity so please consider inviting neighbors and 

friends. Sixth grade and above are welcome. You can sign 

up on Realm at www.onrealm.org or at the Welcome 

Center. Participants under age 18 must have a Parental 

Authorization form (available at the Welcome Center or by 

contacting the church office). Participants will learn 

about:  

• The origins of the Stop the Bleed campaign  

• Situations in which stopping blood loss may be needed  

• Equipment available to help stop life-threatening 

blood loss  

Participants will view a video with multiple graphic 

pictures of patient wounds, including pictures of active 

bleeding. Some children may feel faint or uncomfortable 

when viewing these pictures. Participants will be advised 

that it is okay to look away if needed.  

Hands-on learning will involve:  

• Learning how to pack a wound  

• How to properly use a tourniquet  

Questions? Please contact Kitty Awtrey at: 

awtreyj-k@cox.net or 703-250-5746.  

Stuff the Bus 

Sadly, ECHO’s Stuff the 

Bus date in January had to 

be rescheduled because of 

inclement 

weather.  Now,  ECHO, 

with the assistance of Fairfax County Government, Giant, 

and MV Transportation, Inc. will conduct a Stuff the Bus 

event on Saturday, Feb. 29,  9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 

Cardinal Forest Giant, 8320 Old Keene Mill Road, 

Springfield. Look for a Fastran Bus in front of Giant where 

volunteers will accept non-perishable food donations. In the 

days before the event, bags of some of ECHO’s most-

needed items will be available for sale, already packed and 

priced for donors’ convenience. This food drive is very 

important to keeping ECHO’s Food Pantry stocked! 

YOU Make ECHO Work 

Looking forward to March at ECHO, my first reaction was 

to think that there was nothing much going on – no big 

food drive, no yard sale, and so on. But then I received last 

year’s annual report and it reminded me that there is always 

a lot going on every month at ECHO, helping our 

neighbors in many ways. 

In the last fiscal year (July 2018-June 2019), ECHO helped 

1,395 families of 4,693 individuals. It provided $322,000 in 

food, another $15,800 in fresh food certificates, $347,200 

in clothing, $190,000 in household items, and $205,000 in 

direct financial assistance. And that’s where you come in.  

Westwood is one of 24 faith communities that participate in 

running ECHO, and we also rely on your contributions of 

food,  clothing, household goods and money to help us help 

others. Thank you! Several Westwood members volunteer 

weekly at ECHO, and if you are interested in helping out, 

please talk to me about available opportunities. 

Dick Marvin 
ECHO Board of Directors, Westwood Representative 
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You should have received an invitation to join REALM and 

have access to your profile.  

What Does Realm Do? 

You want to be able to sign up for Bible Study and pay 

online for the book? That’s what Realm does! You want to 

be able to sign up for multiple events, classes, or programs 

for everyone in your family in one place? That’s what 

Realm does! Want to give online and retrieve your year-end 

contribution statement? That’s what Realm does! You want 

to easily communicate with your small group? That’s what 

Realm does!  

Realm is here! Are you prepared to engage with it? You 

can use Realm on your computer or on your phone or tablet 

using the Connect app. Watch this video for more 

information about the Realm Connect app: 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/212612163 

Making Contributions to Westwood 

There are many options available to you for giving to 

Westwood any day of the week, day or night. 

• Consider setting up a recurring payment to the church 

through your bank’s online bill pay. Your check is 

received when you are not in town or when snow is on 

the ground. Contact your bank. 

• Online Giving—You  can give securely from our website 

at http://westwood-baptist.org (click on “Give Online” on 

the left side of the home page). You also can give directly 

through your Realm profile. You can make one-time gifts 

and/or set up recurring donations. We will discontinue 

using eGiving by NCS Services soon, so please switch to 

Realm. If you have any questions, contact Donna Hill. 

• Consider giving stock to the church and receive special 

tax benefits. NOTE: For appreciated stock that you 

have owned for more than one year, do not sell the 

stock! Give it to the church and you can deduct the fair 

market value of the stock — and you do not have to 

report the gain. Sound too good to be true? It is true! 

• Visit: https://www.fidelitycharitable.org/giving-

account/what-you-can-donate/donating-stock-to-

charity.shtml.  

• Westwood has an account with e-trade.com. Your 

broker will need the following information:   

Westwood Baptist Church 

DTC number: 0385 

Receiving Firm: E-Trade 

Account Number: 3573-4609 

Account Registration: Westwood Baptist Church 

Contact Information: Donna L. Hill 

Westwood Baptist Church 

703-451-5120 

• Last year Congress legislated that those over age 70-½ 

who are required to take a minimum distribution from 

their IRA can make the distribution directly from your 

IRA to Westwood. You do not have to claim the 

income (you do not get the tax deduction on this type 

of transaction) and Westwood gets your contribution. 

Feel free to contact me at 703-451-5120 (church) or at 

accountant@westwood-baptist.org with questions or for 

details on how to do any of the above.   

Donna L Hill, Financial Administrator 

Stewardship 

Exciting news – Westwood is taking their 

database to the cloud via REALM.  
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Financial Update 

July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020 Budget 

As Feb. 23, 2020 

Budget to Date  $ 369,427 

Income to Date  $ 356,497 

Actual Expenses to Date $ 309,612 

Surplus/Loss  $ 46,885 

Church Life 

Mama Mia’s 

It’s coming! Join us on Saturday, March 28 at 6 

p.m. for a spaghetti dinner in Whitten Hall served 

by our youth followed by a show in the sanctuary. 

Reservations will be taken at the Welcome Center 

starting March 8. Tickets for Adults are $12, and 

for Children are $7. Tickets must be purchased 

before the show. Deadline is Sunday, March 22. 

This year’s theme is “The Roaring ‘20s.” Everyone is 

welcome to be part of the show! Just contact Ariel 

Goldchain, Dina Church, or John Freeman if you would 

like to perform or be a part of the show in any way. Here 

are some songs from the 1920s to consider performing: 

Women’s Retreat: “Connections” 

It’s time to gear up for our annual Westwood Women’s 

Retreat. This year is going to be a little different. 

In light of our statement of calling, we need to: 

·  Deepen our personal relationships with Jesus Christ; 

·  Learn new ways to share and live out the Gospel; and 

·  Connect with and serve our community and its families 

Our Women’s Retreat has always been a great way to 

deepen our relationships with Jesus and each other. In light 

of our Statement of Calling, we now need to move outside 

of our comfort zones and tackle the next two steps: learning 

new ways to share and serving our community.  

This year we will stay in Springfield, allowing more 

Westwood women to attend and giving us the chance to 

invite our friends, neighbors, those in our book clubs, and 

even those that we meet at the grocery store to join us. 

Our topic this year is “Connections.” We live in a world 

where we are surrounded by others but may still feel alone.  

I feel this way sometimes and I’m sure you might too.  

What’s more, we know many people who feel this 

“aloneness” often.  God has a solution: relationships. God 

calls us to relationships with Himself, our community and 

each other. 

God didn’t intend for us to live in isolation. He specifically 

designed us to thrive in relationship with others. As 

believers and as women, we have a role to set the 

foundation and be the bridge for meaningful relationships.  

Being a bridge on Sunday is important; but if you want to 

see the magic happen, be one every day in every one of 

your communities.  

We are called to: 

Welcome – Romans 15:7 

Comfort – 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Encourage – Romans 15:2 

Serve –  1 Peter 4:10 

Join us in Whitten Hall on May 1-2 to learn how we 

connect and serve our community and the role we must 

play as women.  More information, including registration, 

will be coming out soon. 

“Two are better than one” Ecclesiastes 4:9 

Randi Fowler Kudner 
Retreat Coordinator 

 Ain’t Misbehavin’ 

 Ol’ Man River 

 My Blue Heaven 

 Singin’ in the Rain 

 Sidewalks of New York 

 Yes, We Have No 

Bananas 

 Blue Skies 

 Always 

 If I Could Be With You 

 Happy Days Are Here 

Again 

 The Man I Love 

 Sweet Georgia Brown 

 Ain’t She Sweet 

 My Heart Stood Still 

 I Wanna Be Loved By 

You 

 Let’s Do It (Let’s Fall 

In Love) 

 You Do Something To 

Me 

 The Man I Love 

 I Wonder What’s 

Become of Sally 

 Rose Marie 

 A Cup of Coffee, A 

Sandwich and You 

 Am I Blue? 

 Makin’ Whoopee 

 Dark Was The Night 

 Down Hearted Blues 

 In The Jailhouse Now 

 My Man 

 Swanee 

 West End Blues 

 Willie the Weeper 

 You’d Be Surprised 
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Canasta 

Join us March 10 and 24 for fun and 

fellowship. Canasta is a great game 

that’s fun and easy to learn! Games 

are held the second and fourth 

Tuesdays of each month at 1-3 p.m.  

in the Craft Room at the Towne 

Center building at Greenspring. For information, see Mary 

Shuman or Joy Earner. 

www.GO Older Adults Ministry 

NorthStar Sewing Group 

Now meeting at Westwood 

3rd Thursday of every month 

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

in Whitten Hall 

Next Meeting: March 19 

For more information, contact 

Joy Earner. 

BOLD CHALLENGE II FUNDS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $150,000   

$100,000— $113,627.60 

RECEIVED 

GOAL 

Children’s Ministry 

FunDay School (Sunday School for Grades 1-6) 

At 9:45 children meet for singing in the choir suite. at 

10:05 grades 1-4 move to Room 104 for FunDay School 

lessons focusing on David, God’s Chosen King from I 

Samuel 16 & 17. Grades 5-6 move to Room 108 focusing 

on Jesus The Savior. 

Church Family Night is on Wednesdays with dinner at 

5:30 p.m. and Children’s Activities  after dinner at 6:15-7: 

Preschoolers (age 3-Kindergarten)  Go to Room 23 

for: Dina & Theo puppet story, Craft Time, and 

Preschool Choir. 

Elementary Age (Grades 1-6) Go to Room 104 for 

Missionary Moments. Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

field personnel Annette Ellard and Steve Clark, 

minister to the immigrant people from Burma in 

Louisville, KY. They use their “ministry of 

availability” to help with everyday tasks to demonstrate 

God’s unchanging presence and love in their lives. 

Holly Schmitz, Chair 
Preschool & Children Ministry Group 

You are invited to a performance of You are invited to a performance of You are invited to a performance of You are invited to a performance of     

March Music 

on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 11 a.m.on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 11 a.m.on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 11 a.m.on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 11 a.m.    
    

Performed by the Sanctuary Choir 

and Youth Singers 

Accompanied by a 3-piece combo of 

members of the US Army Band  

 

Bring a friend or neighbor to 

join the celebration of our 

Lord! 
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Westwood Baptist Church 

8200 Old Keene Mill Road 

Springfield VA 22152 

703-451-5120   www.westwood-baptist.org 

church.office@westwood-baptist.org 

Thank You 

Thanks to all of you who helped make our Cookies for College Students project such a great success! We packed, decorated, and 

mailed 37 boxes to our kids in time for Valentine’s Day, and you know they were thrilled. On March 4 we will make mastectomy 

pillows for the Inova Women’s Hospital in Fairfax.  Please join us as we bring the love of Jesus to those in need and enjoy the 

fellowship of other Christian women. 

Judi Kern and Joy Earner 

MACBF Annual Meeting 

DATE: March 14, 2020 
LOCATION: University Baptist Church, Baltimore, MD 

To register, see Rev. Gray. More information can be found at:  

www. macbf.net/upcomingevents.html 

NorthStar Women’s 

Conference 

FRESH GROUNDED FAITH 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 

9 am to 3 pm at First Baptist Church of 

Woodbridge 

Doors open at 8 am 

Tickets (Lunch Included) $55; $65 at 

the door (if available) 

Contact Rev. Gray if you want to go. 

Church Partners 

Women on a Mission 


